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SUBJECT: DISTURBANCES CONTROLLED BUT POLITICAL/LABOR SITUATION 
REMAINS UNCERTAIN. 

REF: LIMA 5297 

1 . LIMITED WEEKEND PRESS COVERAGE OF THE POLITICAL AND LABOR 
SITUATION IN AREAS WHERE DISTURBANCES HAVE OCCURRED (REFTEL) 
REFLECTS A GOP EFFORT TO MINIMIZE A STILL TROUBLESOME PROBLEM. 
PRESS REPORTS DID NOT ELABORATE ON RATHER OPTIMISTIC STATEMENTS 
OF GOP OFFICIALS. IN AREQUIPA, THE GOVERNMENT CLAIMED THAT 

THE SITUATION WAS AGAIN NORMAL FOLLOWING A 48-HOUR PARTIALLY 
EFFECTIVE STRIKE. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, AREQUIPA LABOR 
LEADERS MET WITH ARMY REGIONAL COMMANDER GENERAL JUAN SANCHEZ 
JUNE 25 AND AGREED TO END THEIR STRIKE ACTION. FACTORIES, 

STORES, THE SOUTHERN RAILWAY, AND OTHER MEANS OF TRANSPORT 
ARE OPERATING NORMALLY, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS. HOWEVER, 

LABOR MINISTRY OFFICIALS INFORMED THE EMBASSY JUNE 27 THAT 
WORKERS IN SOME LARGE AREQUIPA FACTORIES REMAIN ON STRIKE AND 
TRAINS ARE STILL NOT MOVING. OFFICIAL ALSO TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT 
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THE SPCC TOQUEPALA MINE (NEAR AREQUIPA) WAS STRUCK JUNE 25. 

THE UNION HAD ALLEGEDLY AGREED TO CEASE ITS STRIKE ACTIVITY 
JUNE 27 PENDING CONVERSATIONS WITH COMPANY OFFICIALS, BUT 
WORKERS ARE STILL ON STRIKE AND THE SPCC UNION AT ILO THREATENS 
TO JOIN THEM. SCHOOLS IN AREQUIPA REMAIN CLOSED. 

2. THE GOP REDUCED ITS CURFEW IN CUZCO TO RUN FROM MIDNIGHT UNTIL 
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5:00 A.M. AND ANNOUNCED THAT THE SITUATION THERE HAS RETURNED 
TO NORMAL. CUZCO SCHOOLS ARE TO REOPEN JUNE 30. MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR CISNEROS COMMENTED TO THE LIMA PRESS JUNE 24 THAT 
98 PERSONS HAVE BEEN DETAINED IN CUZCO FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT 
IN DISORDERS AND THAT ONE CIVILIAN DIED DURING THE UNREST. 

CISNEROS ALSO TOLD THE PRESS THAT AYACUCHO REMAINS UNSETTLED. 

ON JUNE 23, THE AYACUCHO AREA WAS PLACED UNDER AN 8:00 P„ 

TO 5:00 A.M. CURFEW. 

3. DISTURBANCES AND LABOR UNREST IN PUNO EASED JUNE 24 FOLLOWING 
A PROMISE BY THE MILITARY ZONE COMMANDER TO PREVENT FURTHER 
FOOD PRICE INCREASES. AT LEAST PARTIAL TRAIN SERVICE TO CUZCO 
WAS RESTORED. ACCORDING TO ONE REPORT A BOMB EXPLODED IN 
JULIACA NEAR PUNO DAMAGING TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES. 

RIOTERS THERE JUNE 23 DESTROYED OFFICES OF SINAMOS AND AEROPERU. 

4. NO MAJOR LABOR UNREST HAS OCCURRED IN LIMA, BUT BANK 
WORKERS ARE CALLING FOR A JUNE 30 STRIKE TO PROTEST DETENTION 
OF BANK WORKERS DURING AN EARLIER STRIKE. ALSO, THE FAR-LEFT 
TEACHERS UNION (SUTEP) THREATENS A JULY 5 NATIONWIDE PROTEST 
STRIKE. INTERIOR MINISTER CISNEROS ANNONCED THAT "17 OR 18" 

PERSONS ARE DETAINED IN LIMA FOR THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN RECENT 
LABOR PROTESTS. CISNEROS ALSO STATED THAT A' FOREIGN PRIEST" 

WAS ARRESTED AND THEN TURNED OVER TO THE ARCHBISHOP, FOR HIS 
INVOLVEMENT IN AN ILLEGAL MEETING IN THE SLUM TOWN OF VILLA 
EL SALVADOR. THE EMBASSY LEARNED THAT A CROWD IN VILLA EL 
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SALVADOR OCCUPIED THE CHURCH THERE AND DEMANDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
ROLL BACK FOOD PRICES INCREASES. POLICE APPARENTLY CONVINCED 
THE CROWD TO DISPERSE QUIETLY AND THEN ARRESTED THE FOREIGN 
PRIEST (BISHOP'S OFFICE TOLD EMBASSY HE WAS IRISH). 

5. IN OTHER RELATED DEVELOPMENTS THE GOP ROUTINELY EXTENDED THE 
SUSPENSION OF CONSITUTIONAL GUARANTEES JUNE 24 FOR ANOTHER 

30 DAYS, AND LESS ROUTINELY RULED AGAINST NATIONAL DAY STUDENT 
PARADES. THE PARADES WERE OSTENSIBLY CANCELLED FOR AUSTERITY 
REASONS. ALTHOUGH GOP CONCERN WITH POTENTIAL ANTI-GOVERNMENT 
MANIFESTATIONS MAY HAVE BEEN PRIMARY MOTIVATION. 

COMMENT: THE GOVERNMENT HAS THUS FAR CONTAINED DEISTURBANCES 
THROUGH TOUGH POLICE ACTION AND SECURITY MEASURES, INCLUDING 
THE IMPOSITION OF CURFEWS. GOP THREATS AND SOME ARRESTS HAVE 
NOT PREVENTED ILLEGAL STRIKES, AND THE LABOR SITUATION IS AT 
LEAST AS GREAT A CAUSE FOR CONCERN AS SPONTANEOUS PROTEST. 

CONVINCED THAT THE MOSCOW-LINE CGTP IS ORCHESTRATING MUCH OF THE 
STRIKE ACITIVTY, THE GOP STILL HOPES THAT TOUGH TALK WITH 
UNION LEADERS WILL BE SUFFICIENT TO AVERT A MORE DIRECT 
GOVERNMENT CONFRONTATION WITH LABOR. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, UNION GOVERNMENT RELATIONS, LABOR STRIKES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LIMA05376 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: N/A 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D770230-0948 
Format: TEL 
From: LIMA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 977/newtext/tl 977061 1/aaaaajkz. tel 

Line Count: 116 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1e189e73-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 LIMA 5297 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2011359 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISTURBANCES CONTROLLED BUT POLITICAL/LABOR SITUATION REMAINS UNCERTAIN. 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, SHUM, ELAB, PE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1e189e73-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



